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Gloryland Gospel Band
  The Gloryland Gospel Band will 
be at Oak Grove in concert on Sun-
day, October 16 at 3:00 p.m.  You 
don’t want to miss the joy of hearing 
this group. (The Vikings don’t play 
until that evening.)
  There will be a free will offering 
to help support future concerts in 
our series.  We promise to have a post-concert reception with something 
to drink and eat while you have an opportunity to meet and visit with the 
members of the band. 
          The OGCS’S Task Force

Fall Retreat –
    “Opening to God”
  How do you notice God’s presence?
  Where do you notice God’s presence?
  How do you listen for God and reflect His presence?
  How does God speak to you and through you?
  Can you really be in prayer if you’re not just sitting quietly?
  If you’ve pondered these and similar questions, join us for a fall retreat 
on the beautiful St. John’s Campus in Collegeville, MN, beginning with 
dinner on Friday, October 28, and ending with lunch on Sunday, October 
30. The retreat will be $165 per person, which covers private room and 
bath (linens and towels included), all meals, walking/hiking trails, chapel 
and supplies.  Payment is due by October 24th.
  For further information, please contact Pam Lindquist at 651-206-9652 or 
Caren Olson at 952- 854-0988.

Wednesday Bible Study
  Can a letter written to an early Christian church
1,958 years ago have anything to say to a church today?   
Check it out at the Wednesday Bible Study where we’ll 
look for the answers to that question in Paul’s First Let-
ter to the Corinthians.

Wednesdays  9:30 a.m. in the Fireside room



	   
  October
Birthdays
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  1 – Bob Athey, Marilyn Mueller, Eloise Peterson,
    Janice Portukalian, Marlys Solt
  2 – Kristin Risch, Jean Schultz
  3 – Don Haines, Paul Larson
  4 – Gary Lien
  5 – Kay Weiss
  6 – Daniel Bodahl, Erven Bodahl, Shannon
    Murphy, Tim Oien
  7 – Janice Grussendorf, Mike Hartke, Tom
    Hoyne, Jon Zoellmer
  8 – Jay Ahlstrand, Marion Robinson, Linda
    Stuermer, Nancy Suneson, Pam Tietze
  9 – Jeremy Earl, Naomi Nycklemoe
10 – Carolyn Aura, David Hinton, Audre
    Swanson
13 – Kelsey Murphy, Bo Myroniuk, Isaac
    Philibert, Hannah Tammen, Polly Wickum
14 – Trenton Blades, Nicholas Martin, Todd
    Swenson
15 – Jim Sundberg, Teresa Vik
16 – Rev. Louis Becker
17 – Daniel Benson
18 – Mary Lorenson, Jordan Strating, Daniel
    Tvete
19 – Pat Hanson
20 – Richard Lien, Sandra Reinhardt
21 – Mervyn Becker, Murt Hanson
22 – Todd Folstad, Lidia Grabow
23 – Richard Beaudet
24 – Jim Ashley, Emma Crawford, Eunice (Al)
    Johnson, Constance Reinhardt
25 – Daniel Johnson, Carol Rice, Erik Swenson,
    Bud Tedamonson
27 – Jeffrey Ahlstrand, Marion Gustafson, Carol
    Krohn, Irene Lane, Benjamin Peyton
28 – Amanda Myroniuk
29 – Penny Becker, Steven Krohn 
31 – Linda Bauer, Nicole Tietze

Do you have questions about church, the-
ology, the Bible, the history of the church? 
ask.dr.dana01@gmail.com

Circle Meetings for October
All Circles are Tuesday, October 4, unless noted
Esther – 7:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room
Katherine – 1:30 p.m. Hostess is Mary Frances,
  6709 – 10th Ave. S. Richfield
Lydia Ruth – 7:00 p.m. at Ann Botsford’s,
  10006 Washburn Ave S.
Rebecca – 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
  (Please note the change of time.)

Baptisms
August 28 – Ian Robert Hummel
September 4 – Hudson Frederick Hines
September 18 – Adrianna Jean Hebert

GRACE-FULL LIVING
  Women, money, and faith---what would happen if 
these were brought together? Please consider joining 
in a biblical reflection on financial health and grace-
full giving of our time, talents, and our money.
 This resource is offered by the Women of the ELCA, 
and will be presented by members of your women of 
OG board and supported by Sarah Janisch, Financial 
Associate employed by Thrivent. Sarah will be avail-
able to answer questions, and to provide resources 
and general information on financial services offered 
by Thrivent.  
  We will meet for three weeks, October 2, 9, 16 
between services, 9:45-10:45 in the Spiritual Direc-
tion Room located on the lower level of the church.    
Please reserve your spot by calling the church of-
fice/612-869-4917, Margie Risch at 612-866-0858, 
or drop off the following sign-up form the next time 
that you attend Sunday Service. Thought to ponder 
as we look forward…Looking back can help us de-
termine how we have come to certain conclusions 
about our money and how that relates to our relation-
ship with God. 
Grace-Full Living/ October 2, 9, 16---9:45-10:45am 

(Spiritual Direction Room). 
I will attend: 
NAME_______________________________________
All sessions recommended but not necessary.  Thank you!
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  One of the not un-foreseen consequences of 
making the shift to the Narrative Lectionary that 
we’ve been using now for a few weeks is that we 
will be reading some passages from scripture that 
we never read before.  Not on a Sunday morning 
in church anyway. For many decades we read the 
same things over and over, on either a one-year 
or three-year rotation, but, as for variety, that was 
about it. What it means is that we passed over 
some stuff along the way.
  That’s not all bad. I love the Psalms, but there’s 
something kind of creepy about reading together 
in unison the parts of some of them that call for 
God to rain down destruction on our enemies—
especially after what Jesus told us about loving 
them. And some of the so-called holy wars that we 
hear about in books like Joshua have such a ring 
of violence to them that would sound unseemly 
coming from the pulpit or if our choir were to sing 
about them. Plus, like Luther would say, not all 
parts of the Bible testify to Christ as clearly as 
others, so it’s OK to pick and choose a bit.
  But there’s something I like about taking a look 

The Whole-ly Bible 

at some of the less familiar stories in the Bible. 
Sometimes they’re more gritty, less polite, than 
what we’re used to. The characters can seem more 
human—and not in a good way, necessarily—but 
real, and flawed, just like us. 
  Thomas Jefferson famously took a scissors 
to his New Testament, cutting out the parts he 
didn’t much care for. Most of us simply “sanitize” 
the Bible by reading around the parts we’re less 
sure of.  But, of course the Bible comes to us as 
a whole. Sometimes the “heroes” aren’t heroic 
at all. Sometimes the hard questions don’t get a 
satisfactory answer. Some parts can even make us 
blush: “What? I didn’t know THAT was in there!” 
Sometimes faith goes weak and sin abounds. 
  I, for one, am glad we are gently forcing 
ourselves to take another look at this Word to us…
maybe a broader look than we’ve taken before. I 
know it’s good for me to come face to face with the 
WHOLE Bible, not just the nice parts or the parts 
I like best. I hope the same proves true for you.
			         Pastor Tom Zarth

(Consult with your financial planner and/or tax advisor to de-
termine if either of these situations may be advantages for you)

Gifts of Appreciated Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities (stocks, bond, mutual 
funds) can allow you to take a charitable contribu-
tion deduction for the current market value of the se-
curity on the date of the gift. And avoid the capital 
gains tax.

Gifts from IRA Accounts
A specific provision for tax years 2010 and 2011 can 
allow persons 70½ or older to make contributions up 
to $100,000 from IRA accounts directly to qualified 
charitable organizations and exclude the distribution 

Remember Oak Grove
in Your Estate Planning

  When you make your will, consider naming 
Oak Grove Enduring Gifts as one of your benefi-
ciaries. Already have a will? You can update it to 
include Oak Grove Enduring Gifts as a benefi-
ciary. You can help Keep Oak Grove Alive and 
Growing.  Contact Pastor Tom or Maynard Wood 
for more information.

from your IRA from your gross income. The distribu-
tion qualifies as a required minimum distribution. Un-
der this provision there is no charitable contribution 
deduction.

Charitable Giving –
          Income Tax Considerations
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Note of Thanks. . . . . . . 
Dear Oak Grove,
  I want to thank you for the love you have shown me 
over the last several weeks. Thank you especially for the 
cards, the visits, the communion, the phone calls and the 
way you have included me in the Sunday services.  I am 
so grateful to be a part of Oak Grove and I miss all of you!
                            - Lucille Brandell

  Welcome back to Wednesday evening dinners! 
It’s time to give the cook in your house a night off, 
pack up the car, and head to Oak Grove.  The fun and 
fellowship has begun, and I hope that you will be a 
part of it.  Do you love to sing?  Join a choir. How 
about ringing those bells? Talk to Julie Tvete about 
which of her groups would be right for you; youth 
and adults welcome. Don’t just drop your kids off for 
confirmation; have dinner with them at OG and then 
stay for the fellowship with other parents.  Make new 
friends; reconnect with old ones. Also, your dinner is 
free if you help with clean-up; wiping tables, dishes, 
etc. We can always use a helping hand. And, invite 
your friends. Come and see what OG is all about.  
Remember, Wednesday evenings at OG are great 
food for the soul!     God bless, Margie

$4.00 per plate.
All dinners served with salad bar and dessert. 

Dinner served 5:45-6:30pm
October  5	 Chicken Sandwich & Fries	
October 12	 Hamburger Gravy & Mashed Potatoes
October 19	 NO DINNER/MEA
October 26	 Italian Night
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
everything for the glory of God.   1 Corinthians 10:31

Kitchen Konnection

  With uncertainty in the financial markets and con-
tinued low returns on certificates of deposit, members 
of Oak Grove Lutheran Church who are 65 and older 
might consider making a gift that creates a steady, de-
pendable, and perhaps even increased stream of lifetime 
income for themselves.  A charitable gift annuity does 
just that, and provides a gift for the Oak Grove Lutheran 
Church Enduring Gifts Fund that will serve the needs 
of people in Christ’s name in the community, the nation 
and around the world.
  Example: Mr. and Mrs. Johnson are both 78 years 
old.  They have a $50,000 certificate of deposit coming 
due on October 1st.  They can reinvest the CD at a 2% 
return, or they can gift $50,000 in exchange for a chari-
table gift annuity.  The charitable gift annuity rate for 
their combined ages happens to be 6.0%, which means 
they will receive $3,000 every year and triple the in-
come they would have otherwise received from a CD.  
(Note: The rates vary, depending on one’s age, age of 
spouse if applicable and the current recommendations 
of the American Council on Gift Annuities.) 
  The Johnsons will receive fixed payments for the rest 
of their lives.  When one of them dies, the surviving 
spouse will continue to receive the same fixed payments 
for the rest of his or her life.  If they itemize on their 
income taxes, they will enjoy the added benefit of a 
charitable deduction in the year the gift is given.  If they 
instead gift appreciated stock, they will also avoid pay-
ing capital gains tax.  Upon the second death, the Oak 
Grove Lutheran Church Enduring Gifts Fund receives a 
gift that it can use in perpetuity for ministry.
Easy to Do: To learn more, we invite you to make con-
tact with one of the following persons who can provide 
you with an easy-to-read gift illustration.
Brenda J. Moore, ELCA Foundation Gift Planner
brenda.moore@elca.org  (507) 934-4614
Tom Zarth - tzarth@oakgrovelutheran.org  (612) 869-4917
Maynard Wood - woodx029@umn.edu (612) 869-7239

When it Pays to be Older

Sample Single Life
Gift Annuity Rates

      AGE	 RATE

      65	     5.3%

      67	 5.5

      70	 5.8

      72	 6.0

      75	 6.5

      78	 7.0

      80	 7.5

      83	 8.0

      85	 8.4

      87	 8.9

      90+	 9.8
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Spotlight on Women

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
Thanks to those of you who were able 
to come to our walk at Centennial Park.
  We are repeating this each Thursday evening at 
6:30pm meeting at the lower level by Chuck E Cheese 
at 7505 France (middle of the shopping center).  As 
our weather cools, please see our meeting location 
updates on the WELCA bulletin board downstairs.
    October 20: is cancelled due to M.E.A. 
    November 17: Michelle Myroniuk will demon-
strate the making of Truffles
  Our Salad Supper is scheduled for the 3rd Tuesday 
of October 18th. Our guest speaker will be Sarah Wip-
pich, principle of Trinity First Lutheran School in Min-
neapolis.  We have chosen Trinity First as our service 
project for this fall.  In our bulletins and on our bulle-
tin board down stairs at church you’ll find the schools 
wish list of items needed for the school. You can also 
visit their website at www.trintyfirstschool.org
  Between now and October 18, please consider do-
nating what you are able. There is a collection box 
in the church office. Donated items will be delivered 
to the school as collected and the remainder will be 
given to Sarah the evening of the Salad Supper along 
with a free-will offering that will be taken that eve-
ning. Sarah will share her story as principal of Trin-
ity First and tell us more about the students and the 
programs that the school offers. 
  We’d also like to introduce our monthly - Trivia Ques-
tion. This month we will relate it to our salad supper on 
October 18th and ask you: What is the origin of Salad? 
You can find the answer on our bulletin board at church.
  While revisiting one of my favorite books, Chicken Soup 
for the Christian Soul, I came across a story titled ‘The Gift 
of a Mommy’ by Nan Pinkston.   I have found nursing 
patients with cancer to be a challenging and rewarding oc-
cupation. It has certainly been a good distraction from my 
own familiar challenge of parenting two teens. Whenever 
I start thinking that dealing with drivers’ licenses, curfews, 
grades and peer pressure are overwhelming, I remember 
what Rebekah faced, the courage she showed, and sudden-
ly my problems don’t seem so difficult after all. I would 
recommend to take time and read this story.
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old 
he will not turn from it.    Proverbs 22:6
            From the Shadow of the Almighty,
            Dawn Sankey, WELCA Secretary 

Women of Oak Grove
Annual Salad Supper

Tuesday, October 18—6:30pm
  This year’s guest speaker will be Sarah Wippich, 
principal of Trinity First Lutheran School in Minne-
apolis.  We have chosen Trinity First as our service 
project for this fall.  Attached you will find a portion 
of the school’s wish list of items needed at this time. 
Between now and October 18, please consider donat-
ing what you are able. There is a collection box in the 
church office.  Donated items will be delivered to the 
school as collected and the remainder will be given 
to Sarah the evening of the Salad Supper along with 
the free-will offering that will be taken that evening.  
Sarah will share her story as principal of Trinity First 
and tell us more about the students and the programs 
that the school offers.  If you would like to know more, 
please visit their website at www.trinityfirstschool.org 
or contact Margie Risch for more info/ 612-866-0858.

All School General Wish-List
Hair ties  Band aids  Latex gloves 	 Laminator
Batteries-D & AA  Thumb drives     Die cut machine
Expo dry erase markers  Clorox or Lysol cleaning wipes

Arts & Crafts/P.E. Equipment
Card stock-plain white & various colors - Bean bags		
Hula Hoops - Multicultural Paints and Crayons             
Tempura Paints - Scooters
Good quality paint brushes in various sizes
Rubber playground balls (asst. sizes and colors)

Special
Sponsor field trip/admissions, transportation
Gift Cards to Cub Foods or Rainbow for special family 
care, family nights, etc.
  The school’s full wish-list including volunteer op-
portunities will be available as a part of Sarah’s pre-
sentation.  Please join us for a delicious evening of 
fun, food, & fellowship.  God bless.

Amanda Tveite
St. Olaf College
1500 St. Olaf Ave.
Northfield  MN  55057
Polly Wickum
Village Shores
6501 Woodlake #503
Richfield, MN 55423
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never once received what I would call a straight forward 
answer, let alone a shout out to another of the flock. I 
swallowed hard as I could see the strain on Willie’s face 
to get the answer to this question. “He hasn’t yet, no”, I 
answered, “but that doesn’t mean that he hasn’t shown 
you to me in other ways”.
  Now it was Willie’s turn to look puzzled. He had no 
idea what I was talking about. I went on to tell him about 
how many different people I’d seen in the last decade, 
set up like him, on the off-ramps of America’s highways. 
I said, “I’ve seen you in everyone of them, tho I never 
knew your name before”. He smiled and said back, “I’ve 
been talking to him for years and never once did I think 
he was listening until now”.
  We chatted for another hour or so and when I left Wil-
lie, I gave him a $20 and my prayers for a safe and hope-
fully better day. I never saw Willie at that off-ramp again 
and once checked with a police officer four months later 
who works in that area to see if there was any news. To 
my heartbreak, the officer told me of how Willie had 
passed, alone under a tree in Ft. Snelling. He had appar-
ently climbed over the fence in the night on a particularly 
cold evening and tried to bundle up as best he could, but 
the night grew bitter and Willie’s failing strength was no 
match for Mother Nature. The officer asked how I knew 
Willie and I recounted the story from above and the of-
ficer’s eyes lit up. He told me that when Willie was found, 
he had an empty Propel bottle with a $20 bill inside and 
they couldn’t figure out why he hadn’t spent it for shel-
ter or food. I understood immediately and told the offi-
cer, “He didn’t spend it because it was his answer from 
God, and I was the lucky, tho unknowing, messenger who 
brought it to him”. That was over a year ago now and I 
still go out to talk to my Dad as often as I can. I also now 
stop at the tree where Willie passed as well to say Hi and 
wish him well on his new life.
  I was lucky enough to be one of his last Networking 
contacts and possibly one of the most powerful in his life, 
tho the credit does not belong to me. Networking is not 
just about getting down to information and trying to find 
ways into companies to prolong our pitiful, yes I said 
PITIFUL, existence on this planet. Networking is about 
really opening up to other people and allowing them to 
share your heart and for you to partake in theirs.
  When I network for business reasons now, I always think 
of Willie and try to take the time to really learn about the 
person I’m talking to on much more than a superficial level. 
Jobs come and go. Careers can be squashed by a downturn 
in the markets and bosses, good or bad, are just another 
drone in the endless conveyor belt we call the work world. 
  Getting to really know people and being able to help 
them, and thus, helping yourself, is really the best Net-
working we can ever hope to accomplish.
  Sorry for the rant today, but I was at Ft. Snelling yes-
terday for awhile and it got me all nostalgic. If only we 
treated the people whom we deal with daily in the same 
form of reverence we give to the departed, then we would 
have a truly unbreakable network.

  People say you can learn almost anything from any-
one at anytime. I’m living proof of that due to a recent 
encounter with a gentleman I’ll call “Willie”. That is not 
his name, but for protection of his true identity, it’ll do.
  I was going to Ft. Snelling National Cemetery the 
other day to “talk” to my father who passed away in 
May of 2005. I go there frequently to “chat”, tho most 
of the talks are very one-sided. I just like to verbalize 
my thoughts and since I always respected my Dad’s 
opinion and truthful nature on everything, he seems 
the most likely candidate to listen now. As I exited off 
of highway 494 at exit 1B, I got to the bottom of the 
ramp at the change to a red light. There on the cor-
ner was a homeless man with his torn and dirty cloth-
ing and a ruck sack with all of his belongings. He was 
holding a sign asking for spare change or anything you 
could part with that he might be able to use. Most days 
I, like most motorists, pay these people no attention 
and just try to find ways not to make eye contact. This 
was no ordinary day.
  Willie caught my gaze and began to move towards 
my vehicle. My window was down and some good ol’ 
country music was blasting on my stereo. He com-
mented that not too many folks listen to the old stuff 
anymore. I agreed and was about to go on my way 
when he turned back to me and said the oddest thing. 
“He misses you too”. I was thunderstruck. How had 
this person known what I was thinking at that very 
moment about my departed father? This warranted 
deeper discussion, so I pulled my truck off to the side 
and came back with my ice fishing stool and a folding 
chair for myself and Willie and a couple of bottles of 
Propel I had in the truck.
  Willie was surprised that someone who seemed so 
busy just moments before would take the time bring 
him some water and sit down to chat with him. I did 
not know why I did what I did at the time, but it would 
become abundantly clear in the next two hours.
  Willie was a veteran from Vietnam, who like many 
had fallen on hard times and was not very employable 
once he returned home. He had his share of successes 
like most. Had been married and raised three wonder-
ful kids and life was looking good. Until the day of the 
crash. He and his family had been driving home from 
Duluth when a semi overturned in the road ahead of 
them. Willie was the only survivor of the crash and that 
is where his new story began. Destitute and wracked 
with unimaginable guilt, he had tried suicide several 
times, unsuccessfully. The years flashed by in an hour 
like Christmas tree lights in his smoky green eyes. 
Suddenly we were in 2009, and Willie was homeless, 
living on whatever he could scrape up on a daily basis.
  Willie asked me, “Have you found him”? I assumed 
he meant God or Jesus or a higher power or several 
of any deities under the expansive blue skies above. I 
answered that I had in my own way. He asked, “Does 
He ever mention ME”? I really didn’t know how to 
answer, as in all my talks with my higher power, I had 

“Willie”  by Todd Folstad
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  Summer Stretch kids collected scrap metal this 
summer, raising $850.00 which will be used to 
make donations to Woodlake Nature Center and 
the Humane Society along with two projects at 
Oak Grove. It was so successful that we have de-
cided to keep collecting. Your garage and base-
ment will be cleaner and you will be helping raise 
money for youth events at Oak Grove and other 
donation sites as determined by the Youth Board. 
Keep an eye out for the following as you clean 
your garage and basement this fall. 
Steel - Stainless Steel
Brass  -  Copper
Aluminum - Alum. pop cans
Soup & Vegetable cans
(LABELS REMOVED PLEASE)
Small Engines
  The collection date will be Sunday October 
16th from 9:45-10:45 and from 12:00-12:45.
Questions- Contact Alexis or Morgan Curry or
Julie Tvete

Scrap Metal Drive
  Youth Movie Night is coming once a month. 
This is free to any and all youth, so bring your 
friends. Bring money for pop and candy and join 
us on Saturday October 29th from 7pm until 
11pm. The two movies will be chosen closer to 
the date. Email Jennifer Murdick at jrmurdick@
aol.com with movie suggestions and any ques-
tions you may have!

CAN NOT ACCEPT:
          Aluminum foil
                 Paint cans
             Aerosol cans

Youth Movie Night


