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Welcome to Worship at Oak Grove Lutheran Church 

 

Our Mission Statement 
To Put the Love of Jesus into Action,  

As We Welcome, Serve and Love All People. 

Prelude  

   

Introduction 
On this night we gather to wonder once more at God’s love for us. 
We do not understand why Jesus had to die, 
 why he had to endure the pain and suffering of the cross. 
Tonight we gather here to meditate and contemplate the death of Jesus. 
Tonight we come to wonder at the sacrifice of our beloved Lord. 
Tonight we come in silence, awe and amazement, 
 unsure of what to say or do, knowing that we need to be here. 
We seek to be in the presence of God, to know more clearly 
 and deeply God’s love and to give thanks for this precious gift of life. 

 
+ Hymn Sing, My Tongue ELW 356 
  Tune: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 vss. 1, 2 & 5 

 
+ Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.   Merciful God, 

your son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself.  

Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side  

may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

+ Please stand as you are able. 
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Psalm      Psalm 22:1-11 

Read responsively. 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 

But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people. 

All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 

“Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver —  
let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 

Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my  
mother’s breast. 

On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been 
my God. 

Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

 

New Testament Reading      Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,  
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a  
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and  
find grace to help in time of need. In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he  
was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been  
made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 
 

The Word of the Lord.       
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn         Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 
 vss. 1 & 2 

 
The Last Words of Christ      

Luke 23:34 
 

Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know,  
what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church what more could I have done for you? Answer, me. 
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the 
judgment of Pilate. 

I guided you by the light of the Holy spirit, but you have prepared a cross for  
your Savior. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 

Hymn         Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 
 vss. 3–5 

 

The Last Words of Christ      

Luke 23:43 

 

Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. 

I opened the waters to lead you to the promised land, but you opened my side 

with a spear;  

I washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you have prepared a cross for your 

Savior. 

 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
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Hymn  In the Hour of Trial LBW 106   
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The Last Words of Christ 
John 19:26-27 

 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 

beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  
Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”  

And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 
 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. 
I lifted you up to the heights, but you lifted me high on a cross; I raised you from 
death and prepared for you the tree of life, but you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on me. 

 
Hymn  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  ELW 803 
 vss. 1, 3 & 4 

 
The Last Words of Christ 

Matthew 27:46 
 

And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
Sabachtahni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have your forsaken me?” 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church what more could I have done for you? Answer me. 
I came to you in the least of my brothers and sisters,  but I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, thirsty and you gave me no drink, a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison, but you did 
not visit me, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
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Anthem               Father Forgive Them Joy Bells 
The Last Words of Christ 

John 19:28 
 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order 
to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you. Answer me. 
I poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; I 
poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have 
prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 
Hymn  Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347 
 vs. 1–2   

 
The Last Words of Christ 

John 19:30 
 

When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” 
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. 
I gave you a royal scepter, but you gave me a crown of thorns; I gave you the 
kingdom and crowned you with eternal life, but you have prepared a cross for 
your Savior.  
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 
Hymn  Go to Dark Gethsemane ELW 347 
 vs. 3–4   
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The Last Words of Christ 
Luke 23:46 

 
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Into your hands 
I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 

 

(silence) 

 

O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me. 
I grafted you into my people Israel, but you made them scapegoats for your own 
guilt, and you have prepared a cross for you Savior. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 

 
Hymn  Beneath the Cross of Jesus ELW 338 

 
Message What Makes it Good? 

 
Hymn   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded ELW 351 

 
Prayers  
Each petition concludes with:   
God in your mercy,  
receive our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray:  
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn   Were You There ELW 353 
 vss. 1, 2 & 5 

 
+ The Procession of the Christ Candle 

 
Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 

(silence) 

 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 

(silence) 

 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world. 
Oh, come, let us worship him. 

(silence) 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION DEPARTS IN SILENCE 

 
As you leave worship this evening, there are baskets available at the 

doors for you to provide your offering. Your gifts provide essential resources 
for this community of faith and the community we serve.  
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Easter Festival Worship 

Sunday, April 20: 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
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Liturgy and hymnody from SundaysandSeasons.com, reprinted under CCLI license #76710 and 
One License #A-704117.  
 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under  
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001626. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible. Copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 

Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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